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Gather in Christ, grow in faith, and love our neighbors. 

Be a home where people can connect with their faith,           
to be in harmony with self, others and God.  

THE MISSION OF GRACE CHURCH 

THE VISION OF GRACE CHURCH  
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The Way 

GRACE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
313 Main Street 

Hulmeville, PA.  19047-5801 
 

Rev. Marlee R. J. Norton, Priest-in-Charge 
Office:  215-757-6025 ext. 101 

Cell:  215-478-3137—Pastoral Emergencies 
Email:  grace.church.priest@verizon.net  

 

Sheron Drennen, Parish Administrator  
Office hours:  Monday—Thursday 8 am to 12:30 pm 

Office:  215-757-6025 Fax:  215-757-5660   
E-Mail: gracechurchsec@verizon.net 

Grace Church Web Site:  
www.amazinggracesince1831.org 
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PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS 
 
For the first time since 2006, Christmas Eve this 
year falls on a Sunday. After considerable thought 
and discussion about various alternatives, Marlee 
and the vestry have decided that there will be no  
service that Sunday morning, December  24. Our  
Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 p.m.  The 
Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols will take 
place the following Sunday, December 31, at our 
usual time of 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY 
 
The girls of GFS would like to thank everyone who 
baked for our bake sale or purchased items. We 
earned $317 which will pay for supplies, events and 
our dues this year.  
 
We now have eight active members and would  
welcome new members. Please tell your families & 

friends about G.F.S. Our next meeting is 7 pm, October. 29 at the 
church hall. We had 2 new members at our last meeting who 
signed up on Hulmeville day. Again, Thank You! 
 
Charlotte, Suzanne and girls 
 
 

THE NATIVITY ROOM-2017 
 

In order for the Nativity Room to be the peaceful 
oasis it has always been … we need nativities.  
Yours. We once again ask you to please lend 
Grace Church your beautiful/ interesting             
nativities. Many thanks for your generosity in 
2017 and for all the past years. Please have your 
nativities in church by November 5 … please put 
them on the pew in the hall or under the pew.                  
Any questions call Doris Laino 267 358 5685 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
The Rev Marlee R.J. Norton 

Priest-in-Charge 
 

Parish Administrator & Web Master .................. Sheron Drennen 
 

The Vestry Leadership 
 

Senior Warden ................................. Bob Grow (215-946-8409) 

Junior Warden................................. Bob Miller (215-788-2972) 

Accounting Warden ....................................................................  

Auditors .... Joyce Grow, Marcia McCullough, Nancy VanDine 

Treasurer ................................ The Rev. Emmanuel Williamson 

Building Fund Treasurer ................ Bill Norton (215-946-7559) 

Clerk of the Vestry ......................... Bob Miller (215-788-2972) 
 

Ministry Teams—Team Leaders 
 

Communications .......................... Sheron Drennen, Sara Ulkloss, 

 ........................................................................... Caroline Schauer 

Pastoral Care .............................................................. Doris Laino 

Outreach/Mission........................................ Michele McCullough 

Property ....................................................................... Bob Miller 

Vestry Members ................... Lorna Campbell-Seely, Bob Grow,  

 ......................................... Dennis Hickey, Michele McCullough, 

 ................................ Bob Miller, Caroline Schauer, Sara Ulkloss. 
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PARISH PRAYER LIST 

David Atkinson 
David Charles 
Alicia Dennis 
Elizabeth 
William Fitzgerald 
Jackie Geier 
Emma Grace 
Nina Griscom 
Karen Hewins 
Joan Jackson 
 

Ellen Nelson 
Nancy Pica 
Candi & Mark Roth 
Tony 
Cheryl Tranotti 
Michelle Wiatrowski 
Harrison Willing 
 
And all others that we            

remember in our hearts. 

Note: The above names are read each Wednesday, during Noon 
Worship. After reading the names, the reader may ask if anyone 
would like to give an update on someone on the Prayer List. 

NOVEMBER 2017 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Just a reminder that the Prayer List in the Sunday bulletin is for 
those who have an immediate, short term need.  These names will 
be listed in the bulletin for four weeks.   
 

The Prayer List in the newsletter and Noon Prayer bulletin will 
contain the names of those who have a long term illness.  The 
names on these two lists will be removed after two months if no 
new information is provided (in writing).  All prayer requests 
must be in writing and must be submitted by Wednesday morning 
to be included in the Sunday bulletin.  Sheron Drennen 
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
  

Saturday November 11, 2017 ᴥ 9AM to 2PM 
  
As in previous years Grace’s kitchen will serve food all day and 
baked goods will be available in our Country Store. Our crafters 
have been busy all year long making beautiful homemade crafts 
and of course there will be good deals to find in Bobbi’s Bargain 
Room.  Be sure to stop in the Nativity Room to see the beautiful 
Nativities on display.  And be sure to look for Santa! Then there 
will be the drawings for donated prizes every 15 minutes, ending 
with the grand prize of $500.00. It is a good time for fellowship 
and to help support Grace Church with this important fund raiser. 
  
So mark your calendars and let others know 
about this fun day at Grace Church. See you 
there. 
  
Thanks,  The Bazaar Committee 
  
 Seeking Help for the Christmas Bazaar 
  
We are encouraging everybody to consider helping out with this 
major church fundraiser.  It’s a wonderful and fun event to get 
involved in.  Below are a few ways you can help out: 

 Sign up to work.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the      
bulletin board near the kitchen. Don’t think you need to be 
there the entire time; if you can only give an hour we’d still 
love to have your help. 

 Sign up to bake goods for the Country Store.  Again, there 
will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board near the kitchen. 
You can drop off your baked goods on Friday, November 10 
between 6:30 pm and 7:30 pm. 

 Sell chances!! They are $2 each or 3 for $5.  So while you’re 
telling your friends and co-workers about this awesome event, 
ask if they want to buy a chance that could win them $500! 

 Show up!!  Events are always better when your family is 
around.  So stop on by and show your support for your Grace 
Church  family. 

Thanks, The Bazaar Committee 
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GIVING: A MULTITUDE OF REASONS  
 

Cathy Clement 

Why do people give?”  That’s a question that was asked in many 

ways at last year’s TENS conference. In considering why I give 

to my parish, I came up with the following: 
 

No. 10: It’s a habit. It’s how I was raised. From my earliest days 

in Sunday school at Holy Faith in Inglewood, California, I       

remember folding little blue mite boxes for depositing my weekly 

offering every Lent.  
 

No. 9: The Bible tells me so. From kindergarten in a little Chris-

tian School to my master’s at Fuller Theological Seminary, I 

learned that the Bible teaches us to give back. Sharing my         

resources is clearly a biblical value.  
 

No. 8: Giving to my parish is fun. Stewardship at All Saints     

always involves a party. As our rector said in a recent sermon,    

Jesus’ parables often ended in a party. And as I understand it, 

heaven is going to be one mega-party. 
 

No. 7: Giving to my parish feels good. I think Jesus was on to 

something when he said it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

And studies show that people who give live longer. 
 

No. 6: I give to change the world. My parish is plugged in to 

where I can make the most difference in addressing the world’s 

greatest needs. My parish stretches me. 
 

No. 5: My parish is my community. I have made lifelong friends 

there; I was married there, and will be buried there. At my parish 

I’m part of something larger than myself.  

 

 

 

Continued on page 5 
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BIRTHDAYS IN  

NOVEMBER 2017 

6 – Lisa Masih-Das 
27 - Lorna Campbell-Seely  

ANNIVERSARIES IN  

NOVEMBER 2017 
16 - Henry & Maryann Hazlett 

PROFIT & LOSS BUDGET PERFORMANCE 
As of September 30, 2017 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

Income:         $      9,657.72 

Expense:        $  -  8,747.85 

Difference:     $        909.87 



16 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
 
It is time to think about our Christmas Memorials.  If you have a 
loved one you wish to remember this Christmas please submit his 
or her name no later than Sunday, December 19.   

You can do so by filling out the following information: 

 

In memory of: 
Name(s) _____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
In memory by 
____________________________________________________ 

Please place information in the offertory plate or mail to the 
church if unable to attend. 
 
Any questions please see Marcia McCullough, Joan Vurlicer, or 
Sara Ulkloss.   

 
The DEADLINE for articles for the next issue of       
“The Way” is ANYTIME before Monday, October 23.        
Articles should be “PRINT READY”.  E-mail them to 
gracechurchsec@verizon.net  This means your article 
should be typed in a Microsoft Word document, and then 
emailed as an attachment by October 23. This will be for 
the November 2017 Newsletter.  Thank you! 
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Continued on page 5 

 

No. 4: My parish is inclusive and not only with a capital “I.” I 

was tenderly included when I was out of work, when I battled 

cancer, and when my husband died.  
 

No. 3: I’ve been blessed and want to be a blessing to others. I am 

blessed to be able to continue to tithe my income in my retire-

ment. My parish is a priority in my budget.  
 

No. 2: I want to leave a legacy. I am indebted to visionary       

parishioners from whom I inherited the church I love. I owe the 

same to future generations. 
 

No. 1:  I give because I was asked. In turn I’d like to ask you. 

Won’t you join me in pledging your financial support on this 

awesome journey of faith? 

 
Cathy Clement is the retired Director of Philanthropy at Five 

Acres, a child-abuse prevention, treatment and education center 

in Altadena, California. She is a member of All Saints Church, 

Pasadena, and the president of the TENS board of directors. 

 

BOOK CLUB INFORMATION 
 

The Grace Church Book Club has completed 
its 9th year {2008-2017}. We have enjoyed 
every year… always looking forward to the 
next year and the next book.  The last          
discussion meeting for this year will be on  
November 17.  In December the group will 
meet to critique / review summaries of         
approximately 30 books-we will then select 10 

to 12 books for 2018. We have read a few young adult “required 
reading” books in the interest of seeing what our kids  are reading 
in school.  
We will start our 10th year on January 5, 2018. We meet every 
other Friday @ 1:30 pm. For more information call Doris Laino 
267 358 5685 
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HERE’S A PEACE OF  MY MIND FOR YOU 
 
No, this headline is not a typo. I’d like for you to think about “the 
Peace” that we pass to one another in church during our Sunday 
Eucharists. Many of you were around when the Peace was         
re-introduced to our worship by the “new” Book of Common 
Prayer as it was proposed in 1976 (becoming officially our new 
BCP in 1979). If you are one who was active in an Episcopal 
congregation back then, I’ll bet that you remember that the Peace 
was actually quite controversial in many places. I remember   
several churches in which, for years after the 1979 book become 
authorized, a number of congregants simply refused to pass the 
Peace, finding ways to make it quite clear that not only were they 
not going to exchange the Peace but also showing emphatically 
that no one should approach them to try to do so! Nowadays, 
however, that chilly climate has changed into something very 
much warmer (although not so for a still-reluctant few). 
 
Yes, the Peace has indeed become normative, but it is very inter-
esting to see how differently it is practiced from congregation to 
congregation. You can imagine that, as we bishops travel around 
to each and every congregation, we’ve seen it all! I do not       
exaggerate when I say that I’ve seen everything from a brief 
blowing of a cold wind to the expansive warmth of a family    
reunion! And yet, for all of this, I can’t help but wonder if you 
have really thought, deeply, about the Peace. I hope that you’re 
about to do so here. 
 
To begin with, the Peace is actually a profound part of the       
liturgy. It is one of the most ancient aspects of Christian worship, 
and may very well have been instituted by the Apostles        
themselves. There are no fewer than thirteen references to the 
Peace in the New Testament commending it to the practice of the 
Christian community. We see that it is not a “social” action, but a 
liturgical and therefore theological action. This really gets to the 
heart of the matter. 
 
 
 
 
Continued on page 7 
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LOOKING AHEAD AT 

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018 
 
 
12/1—Book Club 
12/3—1st Sunday in Advent 
12/6—ECW Christmas Dinner 
12/10—2nd Sunday in Advent 
12/10—GFS Meeting 
12/12—Property Meeting 
12/17—3rd Sunday in Advent 
12/20—Vestry Meeting 
12/24—4th Sunday in Advent, no morning service 
12/24—Christmas Eve Service, 5 pm 
12/25—Christmas Day-Office Closed 
12/26—Office Closed 
1/1/18—New Year’s Day-Office Closed 
1/3/18—ECW Meeting 
1/5/18—Book Club 
1/7/18—GFS Meeting 
1/9/18—Property Meeting 
1/17/18—Vestry Meeting 
1/19/18—Book Club 
1/28/18—Annual Meeting 
1/28/18—GFS Meeting 
1/29/18—Blood Drive 
 

DECEMBER/JANUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
As in years past the newsletter completed the 
week of November 20 will be for December 2017 
& January 2018.  This means that there will not 
be a newsletter prepared in December 2017.  
Please make sure to submit all events for          
December & January by the November deadline.  
Thank you—Sheron Drennen 
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Continued from page 6 
 
In the days after the adoption of the 1979 BCP, when people   
objected to exchanging the Peace, the most common criticism I 
heard was that it interrupted the worship service with a kind of 
“social minute,” and thus it interfered with the continuity of    
reverence in the liturgy. More than that, it did so at the very point 
in the service when we should be at our most reverent, that is, 
immediately before we began the observance of the Holy      
Communion. I must say, I understood that point of view then, and 
I understand it now.  So, it is important to remember that the 
Peace is not a time simply to speak to others.  While it is surely 
true that the Peace should do that, at the same time it must not be 
reduced to idle talk or jokes, or banter about clothes and football 
scores! (I know for a fact that all of that happens, being guilty 
myself at times.)  
 
No, but consider that the Peace is nothing less than the pivotal 
moment in our worship when we recognize and venerate in each 
other the presence of Jesus Christ. I once heard Archbishop    
Desmond Tutu talk about the Peace, and he said (I’ll never forget 
it!): “We should not be shaking hands or even hugging each    
other. We should GENUFLECT to one another.” Archbishop  
Tutu was making a strong point in a graphic way. I’ve long been 
one who genuflects (touching one knee to the floor) before the 
consecrated bread and wine of the Holy Communion as a sign of 
devotion to the Real Presence of Christ in the sacred elements. 
But genuflect to a person? Not literally, but in the heart and mind, 
because ultimately the Peace is about both the Christian commu-
nity being the Body of Christ in the world and the fact that we 
are—each one of us—part of that Body for one another.   
 
Far from being an interruption, the Peace is the bridge between 
the two parts that compose the Eucharistic service: the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Holy Communion. Thus, we are responding to 
what we have just heard in the Word, said in the Creed, and of-
fered in our prayers. In addition, we anticipate what is about to be 
enacted in the Communion—the sustaining and Real Presence of 
Jesus to us in community. 
 
Continued on page 9 
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PROPERTY NEWS 
 
A few years ago, several parishioners expressed their concerns to 
me over the health of the Sycamore tree at the entrance driveway.  
I assured them the tree was relatively healthy and just going into 
leaf late in the season as most of the Sycamores in this area did.  I 
surprised them also by informing them I was quite concerned with 
the apparent decline of the White Ash across the drive.  Despite a 
full canopy of leaves, the tree then had a significant cavity and 
several dead limbs.  We brought in our local favorite tree compa-
ny and they removed the dead wood.  The company owner agreed 
with my assessment, that the tree was in decline. 
 
Recently, our Rectory renters asked Bob Miller to consider prun-
ing the Oak tree outside of the Rectory.  I did not agree with all 
their reasons, but I did concede there were a few dead limbs that 
need to be removed.  My comment to Bob was that maybe it was 
time to take another look at the Ash tree.  My concerns stem from 
the knowledge, that Ash trees are not noted for extreme longevity 
and this one is in decline.  As a species they are brittle and col-
lapse as they die and are susceptible to several disease and insect 
issues.  One of the recent insect issues is from a rather pretty little 
darling known as the Emerald Ash Borer.  This introduced pest 
attacks live vital trees and kills them by eating the inner bark lay-
er interrupting the trees ability to move water and nutrients.  The 
rapidity of dieback (1 to 3 years) in affected trees is startling.   
 
Acting on my concern, Bob has spoken to several tree companies.  
The report on the Ash is what I suspected.  The interior rot is pro-
gressing.  You can see this at some of the limbs that were re-
moved when it was pruned, but it is very evident at the hole at the 
base.  The callous growth at the trimmed limbs is not progressing, 
which is another indicator of decline.  The extreme height of the 
tree (for an Ash) and the decline raises enough concern with me, 
that I have recommended we move forward with removal.   

 
 
 
Continued on page 9 
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
 
Daylight savings ends next week!  Remember to “fall 
behind” when you set your alarm to get up on Sunday, 
November 5, and enjoy that extra hour of sleep.  
 
 

FALL YARD CLEAN UP 
 
Save the date - Sunday, November 5 has been 
selected for our annual fall church yard       
clean-up.  The Property Committee will have a 
list of jobs that need to be done outside.  
Please wear or bring clothes to change into 
and help out.  Many hands make light work.  Lunch will be pro-
vided.   
 

ECW CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

To all the women of Grace Episcopal Church; you 
are cordially invited to dinner on December 6, 
2017.  This is an annual event for the Episcopal 
Church Women’s group and we would be delighted 
to have you join us.  Our dinner reservation is for 
6:00pm at Uno’s Chicago Bar and Grill located 
near Neshaminy Mall.  There will a sign-up sheet 

located on the bulletin board near the kitchen.  Hope you can join 
us!  ECW 
 

ANNUAL FLOWER AND CANDLE CALENDAR 
 
On the wall outside the Sacristy door hangs the 
list of memorials or thanksgivings to be         
remembered for 2017. If you have someone 
you wish to have remembered or a           
thanksgiving please make sure it is written on 
the calendar as we will be setting up the 2018 
calendar shortly. Any questions please see 
Marcia McCullough, Joan Vurlicer, or Sara Ulkloss.   
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THANK YOU FROM STUFF THE BUS 
 
“Dear Congregation of Grace Church, 
 
“Thank you. Your generous donation of school supplies to Stuff 
the Bus made an incredible difference in the lives of Bucks  
County children this year….with your support, we were able to 
provide and distribute over 2,800 backpacks full of …school  
supplies. That’s over 2,800 kids…prepared to learn and prepared 
to succeed. 
 
“Sometimes our donors wonder who is helped. There are a lot of 
stories, but we wanted to share one that really touched us: 
“In late August, a veteran and his family stopped by our office 
looking for help. After being homeless for some time, they were 
able to get a fresh start in an affordable apartment. Living on the 
street and in shelters had taken a toll on the family…they were 
overjoyed and appreciative to have a safe place to call their own 
again. 
 
“This family included a dad, a mom, and their beautiful daughter, 
Jessica, who was just days away from starting kindergarten in her 
new community. Unfortunately, their limited budget meant that 
getting Jessica the school supplies on her list was not an option. 
Sending their kindergartner to school without a backpack would 
have been heartbreaking for her mom and dad. 
 
“Thanks to you, we were able to help. Jessica picked out a    
beautiful pink, polka dot backpack. She beamed as she put it on 
and walked around our office modeling it. She was so proud – 
and so excited to see all the brand new supplies inside….This 
sweet, smart little girl has been through a lot, but you were part of 
giving her a fresh start. Thank you. 
 
(Signed) Danielle Bush, Stuff the Bus Project Manager, United 
Way of Bucks County 
 
Note: The people of Grace Church contributed 1,431 individual 
supplies, as well as $455 in cash.  What a wonderful outpouring 
of generosity! 
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Continued from page 8 
 
Failure to act could lead to disastrous results if one or more of 
the limbs fail.  The tree could easily reach the homes across the 
street, the church or simply drop on the sidewalk or street.   So 
shortly the tree will be removed.  We are not sure of the timing 
at this point.  We will have to notify the Borough and probably 
need approval to shut down Main Street for at least a portion of 
the time the limbs are being removed. 
 
I have expressed an interest in acquiring a cross section of the 
trunk, if an intact section can be found.  I can then count the 
rings and determine the age of the tree and use it as a visual his-
tory of the church and community.  I do think it might be a false 
hope though.  I think the cavity and rot reaches from the base up 
into the lower branches. 
I will try and keep everybody apprised of details as I learn them. 
Bob Grow 
 

 
Continued from page 7 
 
I hope this “peace” of my mind will help you to bring greater 
intentionality to what you do and to what you mean when you 
take part in exchanging the Peace.  
In short, the Peace is about our relationship with Jesus Christ as 
the Lord of life, just like everything else in our worship. Let’s 
meet and greet one another in that sublime and reverent reality.  
 
Shannon S. Johnston 
XIII Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia 
 
Taken from the Virginia Episcopalian  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

   1 

5 6 7 8 

12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 22 

26 27 28 29 

    

7:30 am HE I  
Noon Prayer & Brown 

Bag Lunch 
7:00 pm, HSC Mtg.
7:30 pm, ECW Meeting

7:30 am HE I  
Noon Prayer & Brown 

Bag Lunch 
7:00 pm HSC Mtg.
 

Deadline for Articles for the            
DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018  
Newsletter:  November 20 2017 

9:30 am, Adult Class 
10:30 am, HE II 
7:00 pm, GFS Meeting 

9:30 am, Adult Class 
10:30 am, HE II, GFS 
Admission Service 
 

7:30 am HE I 
Noon Prayer & Brown 
Bag Lunch 

7:00 pm, Vestry Mtg.
 

Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 
9:30 am, Adult Class 
10:30 am,   HE II 
Fall Yard Clean Up 

9:30 am, Adult Class 
10:30 am, HE II 
 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
7:00 pm, Property 
Meeting 
 

7:30 am HE I 
Noon Prayer & Brown 
Bag Lunch 

 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
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 Thu Fri Sat 

2 3 4 

9 10 11 

16 17 18 

23 24 25 

30   

   

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

 
7:00 pm, HSC Mtg. 
7:30 pm, ECW Meeting 

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

7:00 pm HSC Mtg. 

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

7:00 pm, Vestry Mtg. 

1:30 pm Book Club 
 

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

Thanksgiving Day—
Office 
Closed 
 

9:00am to 2:00 
pm, Bazaar 


