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THE MISSION OF GRACE CHURCH

Gather in Christ, grow in faith, and love our neighbors.
THE VISION OF GRACE CHURCH

Be a home where people can connect with their faith,
to be in harmony with self, others and God.
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THE LITURGICAL DRAMA OF HOLY WEEK
AND EASTER
Sunday of the Passion, April 9 - We begin outside with the Liturgy of the Palms. We hear the story of Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the people waving leafy branches and shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord!" After the palms are blessed, we process into the church.
Once inside, the tone of the service shifts abruptly as we move
from joy to sorrow. The Passion Gospel is read in parts with the
congregation taking the part of the crowd, saying "Crucify him!
Crucify him!" This is a powerful experience and speaks of
human nature and God's great love for us.
Maundy Thursday, April 13 - During the Maundy Thursday
liturgy, we celebrate Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples before
his betrayal and crucifixion. Maundy comes from the Latin
mandatum, meaning mandate or order, and refers to the new
commandment that Jesus gave his disciples: “Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another." As we celebrate the
Eucharist we become aware that we carry on the tradition that
Jesus himself instituted on the night before his death. After the
Eucharist, we strip the altar in preparation for the barrenness of
Good Friday. This reminds us that Jesus' body was stripped
before he was crucified. We depart in silence and deep
contemplation.
Good Friday, April 14 - We enter a very stark church on Good
Friday as we prepare to commemorate Jesus' crucifixion. The
procession is silent. Special prayers are offered that are specific to
Good Friday. Confessing our sins takes on a particular poignancy
on this darkest of days in the church year. There is no celebration
of the Eucharist on Good Friday, but we receive the Sacrament
that was consecrated on Maundy Thursday. Receiving the bread
and wine reminds us that even on this day Christ is still present to
us. Jesus died once and his Resurrected Presence is with us now
and forever more. The Good Friday liturgy helps us to reenter that
moment in history and reflect on the brokenness of the world.
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Grace Episcopal Church
The Rev Marlee R.J. Norton
Priest-in-Charge

Parish Administrator & Web Master .................. Sheron Drennen

The Vestry Leadership
Senior Warden ................................. Bob Grow (215-946-8409)
Junior Warden................................. Bob Miller (215-788-2972)
Accounting Warden ....................................................................
Auditors .... Joyce Grow, Marcia McCullough, Nancy VanDine
Treasurer .................................. Derek Drennen (215-891-9018)
Building Fund Treasurer ................ Bill Norton (215-946-7559)
Clerk of the Vestry ......................... Bob Miller (215-788-2972)

Ministry Teams—Team Leaders
Communications .......................... Sheron Drennen, Sara Ulkloss,
........................................................................... Caroline Schauer
Finance.................................................................. Derek Drennen
Pastoral Care .............................................................. Doris Laino
Outreach/Mission........................................ Michele McCullough
Property .......................................................................Bob Miller
Vestry Members ........... Lorna Campbell-Seely, Derek Drennen,
...................... Bob Grow, Dennis Hickey, Michele McCullough,
................................ Bob Miller, Caroline Schauer, Sara Ulkloss.
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PARISH PRAYER LIST
APRIL 2017
Keenan
Melody

Patti Bucci
Edie Evans
Antrionette Jenkins

And all others that we
remember in our hearts.

The Great Vigil of Easter, April 15 - We begin outside and
light a fire against the darkness of the night. From the fire, we
light the Paschal candle, the big candle that represents Christ as
the Light of the world. We then light our individual candles from
the Paschal candle and process into a darkened church that has
been decorated for Easter. The Paschal candle is placed beside the
baptismal font and we recite the beautiful, ancient Exsultet, which
expresses the mystery and majesty of this most holy night. Then
we hear the story of salvation history, readings from the Old
Testament. We proclaim, A lleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is
risen indeed. Alleluia! All of the lights are lit and we ring bells,
sing an Easter hymn, and hear the Epistle and Gospel reading.
Then we celebrate the Eucharist, giving thanks for all that Christ
has done and is doing for us and through us. (Note: In the early
church, this was THE night for baptism.) BRING YOUR BELLS!
The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter, April 16 - We have a
joy-filled liturgy and give thanks for Jesus' triumph over death
and the new life that he shares with us. It will be wonderful to
share our pews with family, friends and neighbors!

Note: The above names are read each Wednesday, during Noon
Worship. After reading the names, the reader may ask if anyone
would like to give an update on someone on the Prayer List.

PRAYER LIST
Just a reminder that the Prayer List in the Sunday bulletin is for
those who have an immediate, short term need. These names will
be listed in the bulletin for four weeks.
The Prayer List in the newsletter and Noon Prayer bulletin will
contain the names of those who have a long term illness. The
names on these two lists will be removed after two months if no
new information is provided (in writing). All prayer requests
must be in writing and must be submitted by Wednesday morning
to be included in the Sunday bulletin. Sheron Drennen
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April 9, Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday – Holy
Eucharist Rite II with dramatic Gospel reading at 10:30 am.

April 13, Maundy Thursday: J oint ser vice with St. J ames,
Bristol, at Grace at 7:00 pm.
April 14, Good Friday: J oint ser vice with St. J ames, Br istol
at St. James (225 Walnut St.) at 7:00 pm.
April 15, The Great Vigil of Easter: at Grace at 7:00 pm.
April 16, Sunday of the Resurrection - Easter Day: Holy
Eucharist Rite II at 10:30 am.
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF GRACE CHURCH?
People sometimes ask how to “join” our Church. The short
answer is you just need to show up! We welcome
anyone and everyone to join us for worship or at any
of our church activities. We believe that first and
foremost, membership in the Church means being
part of a community that is drawn ever more deeply
into relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
Every year each Episcopal church submits to the national church
office an accounting of its parishioners, finances and worship
services. Doing so this year made it clear that quite a few people
who regularly attend Grace are not technically members. If you
have not been baptized, confirmed or received at Grace, or
transferred your membership in, you are ineligible to vote at the
annual meeting or stand for Vestry.
If you belong to another denomination, please think and pray on
whether you would like to be received (for Roman Catholics,
Lutherans and Moravians) or confirmed (all other denominations)
when Bishop Gutierrez comes this fall. If you are an Episcopalian
who has never had your letter of membership transferred to
Grace, please let the office know and we will initiate the
paperwork to have your membership transferred to Grace.
Questions? Please speak to one of the wardens or Marlee.

BIRTHDAYS IN
APRIL 2017
1 - Shirley Hickey
4 - Robert Briegel
5 - Kevin Ulkloss
11 -Dani Epstein
11 - Jim McKinnell
16 – Bernt Vurlicer
17 - Cynthia Keaton
24 - Fay Cassabone
25 - Christina Hofmann

ANNIVERSARIES IN
APRIL 2017
6 - Robert & Cathie Miller
17 – Chris & Joy McDonald

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
We received a thank you from Church World Service (CWS) for
the money collected last November to support CWS’s Blankets
program. “We are deeply grateful for your support. Because of
your compassion, families who have lost their homes to tornados,
floods, earthquakes and other disasters are getting help with
blankets, emergency food and shelter – and with rebuilding their
lives and livelihoods….On behalf of all the people who feel more
hopeful and less alone because of your generosity, we thank you.
Please accept this Blankets certificate honoring your vital
partnership with CWS in building a world where there is enough
for all.” The certificate is on the main bulletin board. Many
thanks to Caroline Schauer for coordinating this effort.
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The DEADLINE for articles for the next issue of
“The Way” is ANYTIME before Monday, April 24.
Articles should be “PRINT READY”. E-mail them to
gracechurchsec@verizon.net This means your article
should be typed in a Microsoft Word document, and then
emailed as an attachment by April 24. This will be for the
May 2017 Newsletter. Thank you!
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GENERAL FUND – INCOME & EXPENSES
FEBRUARY—2017
FEBRUARY
Income: $
6,939.00
Expense: $ 9,317.64
Difference: $ 2,378.64

Income: $
Expense: $
Difference: $

YTD
20,450.014
- 32,531.68
- 12,081.67

SAVE THE DATE *** SAVE THE DATE
THE ECW COUNTRY BUFFET IS COMING
MAY 13, 2017
4:30pm to7pm
If you would like to help the ECW please check out the bulletin
board for food donations needed, please don’t
forget we will need your home baked goodies
for our dessert room. If interested in helping
out the day of the dinner please come to the
April 5, ECW meeting as we will be planning
the dinner that evening. And of course tell
your friends and neighbors about this dinner.
Thanks from your ECW Sara Ulkloss, Nina
Griscom, Bobbi Briegel, Doris Laino, Paula Epstein, Bev Stoltz,
Joan Vurlicer, Marian Fisher, and Marcia McCullough

Derek Drennen

LOOKING AHEAD AT
MAY 2017
5/3—ECW Meeting
5/9—Property Meeting
5/12—Book Club
5/13—Country Buffet
5/17—Vestry Meeting
5/20—Wedding
5/26—Book Club
5/29—Memorial Day—Office Closed

EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERS
If you are interested in memorializing a loved one this Easter,
there are envelopes (with a Lily on them) in each pew to let us
know the name or names you would like to remember. If you are
unable to come to church but would still like to remember someone, please put name (s) below; along with your check and mail
into the office. Memorials are due by Sunday, April 9.

NAME ___________________________________________
NAME____________________________________________
REMEMBERED BY_________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
AMOUNT___________
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5th Sunday in Lent
9:45 Adult Education
10:30 am, HE II

9

6:15 pm NA Meeting

10

11

Palm Sunday
9:45 Adult Education
10:30 am, HE II
7:00 pm, GFS Meeting

16

6:15 pm NA Meeting
7:00 pm, Property

17

18

6:15 pm NA Meeting

Easter Sunday
10:30 am, HE II

23

24

25

9:45 Adult Education
10:30 am, HE II
7:00 pm, GFS Meeting

6:15 pm NA Meeting

30

5

6

7:30 am HE I
Noon Prayer & Brown
Bag Lunch
7:00 pm, HSC Mtg.
7:30 pm, ECW Mtg.

12
7:30 am HE I
Noon Prayer & Brown
Bag Lunch
7:00 pm HSC Mtg.

19

7:30 am HE I
Noon Prayer & Brown
Bag Lunch
7:00 pm, Vestry Mtg.

26
7:30 am HE I
Noon Prayer & Brown
Bag Lunch

7

8

1:30 pm Book Club

13

14

15

Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, service
service at 7:00 pm
at St. James, Bristol,
with St. James, Bristol 7:00 pm

20

21

22

1:30 pm Book Club

27

28

29

1:30 pm Book Club

Deadline for Articles for the
May 2017 Newsletter:
April 24, 2017

9:45 Adult Education
10:30 am, HE II

6

7:00 pm, Easter Vigil
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