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Gather in Christ, grow in faith, and love our neighbors. 

Be a home where people can connect with their faith,           
to be in harmony with self, others and God.  

THE MISSION OF GRACE CHURCH 

THE VISION OF GRACE CHURCH  
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Dear People of Grace, 
 
At times lately it has seemed to me that the exchange of the 
Peace, as we practice it at Grace, is overly lengthy and            
rambunctious.  I encourage you to read the following article and 
think about how you might apply these ideas to our Peace. 
This is excerpted from an article by the Rev. Scott Gunn,         
executive director of Forward Movement.   
-Rev. Marlee 

 

THE PEACE, AND HOW WE FAIL TO PASS IT 
 

The Peace is primarily intended to prepare us to receive Holy 
Communion.  Here I quote the awesome but too-rarely-used   
Exhortation from our prayer book: But if we are to share rightly 
in the celebration of those holy Mysteries, and be nourished by 
that spiritual Food, we must remember the dignity of that holy 
Sacrament. I therefore call upon you to consider how Saint Paul 
exhorts all persons to prepare themselves carefully before eating 
of that Bread and drinking of that Cup. 
 
And this:  And acknowledge your sins before Almighty God, with 
full purpose of amendment of life, being ready to make restitution 
for all injuries and wrongs done by you to others; and also being 
ready to forgive those who have offended you, in order that you 
yourselves may be forgiven. And then, being reconciled with one 
another, come to the banquet of that most heavenly Food. 
 
This is why we have Confession and the Peace before Holy  
Communion. The purpose of Confession, I hope, is self-evident. 
The Peace is intended, as the Exhortation makes clear, for us to 
make peace with those with whom we are estranged. Matthew 
5…gets right to the point, “If you are offering your gift at the  
altar, and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be           
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

11 

Grace Episcopal Church 
 

The Rev Marlee R.J. Norton 
Priest-in-Charge 

 
Parish Administrator & Web Master .................. Sheron Drennen 

 
 

The Vestry Leadership 
 

Senior Warden ................................. Bob Grow (215-946-8409) 

Junior Warden................................. Bob Miller (215-788-2972) 

Auditors ...................................... Sara Ulkloss, Nancy VanDine 

Treasurer ................................ The Rev. Emmanuel Williamson 

Building Fund Treasurer ............... Al VanDine (215-943-1572) 

Clerk of the Vestry ......................... Bob Miller (215-788-2972) 
 
 
 

Ministry Teams—Team Leaders 
 

Communications ................................................. Sheron Drennen 

Pastoral Care .............................................................. Doris Laino 

Vestry Members ........... Lorna Campbell-Seely, Charlotte Geier,  

 .................................... Bob Grow, Dennis Hickey, Leon Horger, 

 .......................................Bob Miller, Al VanDine, Joan Vurlicer. 
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PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Bob & Bobbie Ann Briegel 
Elena Birnbaum 
Carolyn 
Daniel 
Alicia Dennis 
Sue Ditterline 
Edie Evans 
Jackie Geier 
Amber Giardelli 
 

John Haas 
Norma Jeanne Janus 
Joanne Knight 
John McGinley 
William Miller 
Edgar Seely 
 
And all others that we            

remember in our hearts. 

Note: The above names are read each Wednesday, during Noon 
Worship. After reading the names, the reader may ask if anyone 
would like to give an update on someone on the Prayer List. 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Just a reminder that the Prayer List in the Sunday bulletin is for 
those who have an immediate, short term need.  These names will 
be listed in the bulletin for four weeks.   
 

The Prayer List in the newsletter and Noon Prayer bulletin will 
contain the names of those who have a long term illness.  The 
names on these two lists will be removed after two months if no 
new information is provided (in writing).  All prayer requests 
must be in writing and must be submitted by Wednesday morning 
to be included in the Sunday bulletin.  Sheron Drennen 
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Continued from page 2 
 
If we use the Peace to chat with our friends to the detriment 
of reconciliation, we commit a grave error. When we are so 
busy glad-handing that we omit the true function of the Peace or 
obscure its purpose for others, we neglect our necessary          
preparation for the Sacrament. 
 
Most of our liturgical tradition — word, action, sign, and symbol 
— has a theological and practical purpose. When we alter the 
character of liturgical fundamentals, we are upsetting a beautiful 
and balanced theological ecosystem. The point of the Peace is not 
a friendly chat, but to make space for reconciliation. 
 
The Peace is often the least hospitable time for guests. At the 
very moment when we should be manifesting the Body of Christ 
and seeking unity, we often shun our guests. How is this possible 
during a chatty greeting-heavy Peace, you ask? My experience 
when I visit congregations is disturbingly consistent (unless I am 
dressed like a priest): a couple of people give me perfunctory 
greeting, and then I’m left standing there for several minutes 
while the regulars chat each other up. The Peace doesn’t appear to 
be a time to welcome strangers…but rather a time to catch up on 
weekend activities among the regular members of the local club. 
So it seems like a friendly time if you’ve paid your membership 
dues, but not so much if you’re new. Anecdotal comments from 
friends suggests my experience is not unique, sadly. 
 
The aim of liturgy is not community among wor-
shipers. Rather, our liturgy is for God and the whole world. The 
point of what we are doing is to carry out Christ’s commands to 
us, to be nourished for our Christian ministry in the world, and to 
pray for the good of the whole world. In this worldview,          
reconciling with our neighbors before we share Communion   
matters. Mere social niceties have no place before we do one of 
most important things we humans can do in our earthly            
pilgrimage. 
 
 
 
 

 Continued on page 5 
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WHEN GIVING TO GRACE CHURCH,                    
YOU CAN THINK OUTSIDE THE                         

PLEDGE ENVELOPE “BOX”! 
 
I personally feel a sacramental emotion when I put our Pledge 
Envelope in the plate every Sunday, but sometimes circumstances 
prevent our attendance for an extended period of time. 
 
Did you know you can pay your pledge or any other donation to 
Grace Episcopal Church in another way other than with a check 
or cash in your weekly Pledge Envelopes?  If you are away for a 
while, this enables us to keep up paying our bills while you keep 
up your commitment to Grace Church. 
 
You can set up Grace Episcopal Church,   
313 Main Street, Hulmeville, PA 19047 as a 
payee in your Online Banking Account.  
Then, using your Envelope Number for 2018 
as your Grace Church Account Number,  
process your payment, ensuring you indicate 
in the “memo” area if you are donating to the 
General Fund, Building Fund, Altar Flowers 
(including dedication), etc.  Your bank will 
then send us a check with that information on 
the check stub.  You can even set these payments up as regularly 
recurring, if you wish.  To make it even easier for you, if you set 
this up this year, I will ensure you will keep the same envelope 
number for your pledge giving in future years. 
 
There are different payment systems depending on your financial 
institution, but they are all fairly similar.  From our experience, 
the ones my husband and I use to pay bills online at a couple of 
different banks are fee free.  If unsure how to do this, please 
check with your bank about what options are available to you 
there. 
 
Thank you for exploring these possibilities. 
 
Lorna Campbell-Seely 
Pledge Offering Campaign Chair 
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BIRTHDAYS IN  

SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
4 – Cindy Causey 
6 – Helen Schad 
8 – Alicia Dennis 
9 – Nicholas Masih-Das 
9 - Michele McCullough 
12 - Paula Epstein 
14 - Cathie Miller 
16 – Ethan Masih-Das 
16 - Beverly Stoltz 
17 – Thelma Kelch 
19 – Jim Kelbaugh 
21 - Dorothy McKinnell 
22 - James Keaton 
23 - Jacob Schwendeman 
29 - Marian Fisher 

ANNIVERSARIES IN  

SEPTEMBER 2018 
17 - Paula & Ralph Epstein 
21 - Clifford & Barb Oshana 
29 - Edgar C. Seely III &                        

Lorna Campbell-Seely 
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LOOKING AHEAD AT 

OCTOBER 2018 
 
10/3—ECW Meeting 
10/5—Book Club 
10/6—Theme Luncheon 
10/9—Property Meeting 
10/17—Vestry Meeting 
10/19—Book Club 
 

PROFIT & LOSS BUDGET PERFORMANCE 
As of July 31, 2018 

 

 
The DEADLINE for articles for the next issue of       
“The Way” is ANY TIME before Monday, September 24 
2018.  Articles should be “PRINT READY”.  E-mail 
them to gracechurchsec@verizon.net  This means your 
article should be typed in a Microsoft Word document, 
and then emailed as an attachment by September 24. This 
will be for the October 2018 Newsletter.  Thank you! 

JULY YTD 

Income:     $           16,437.58 Income:     $           88,327.93 

Expense:    $    -      14,113.55 Expense:    $      -   88,901.39 

Difference: $             2,324.03 Difference: $      -        573.46 
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Continued from page 3 
 
There is a place to carry on the stated goal of greeting one  
another and “building community.” That place is coffee 
hour. If liturgy has a function, it is to bring us to Jesus and to 
feed us so we can share the Good News with the world. I think 
local community is awesome and even indispensable, but there 
are lots of ways to do that outside the Eucharistic service. 
 
We can do better.  Our world is in desperate need of               
reconciliation, and here the mission of the church is essential, “to 
restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.” 
What we need to do here is to reconcile, which is a lot harder 
than being nice. Each week, as we gather on the Lord’s Day, we 
need to practice reconciliation; we don’t need more practice    
being nice. If we are to carry out reconciling work in the world, 
we do well to get it right as often as we can in our churches. 
 
The Peace is but one of many times in which we might be tempt-
ed to yield to the familiar and the comfortable. But liturgy, like 
discipleship more broadly, is not about us. Liturgy, and the  
Christian life, are about Jesus: we seek to follow him and to     
invite others to do the same. The Peace should not be the time 
when we shun guests and close our circle among friends. Rather, 
we should offer greetings in the name of Christ and reconcile 
with our enemies. That’s very different from small talk and  
pleasantries. 
 
To sum it up: we need the Peace of Christ, not a piece of nice. 
 

UNITED WAY – STUFF THE BUS 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped Stuff the Bus 
and help local kids return to school with new   
supplies. The people of Grace donated 1,082 items 
and $265 in cash (for example, 53 boxes of   
Crayons, 134 glue sticks, more than 500 pens and 
pencils,  51 spiral notebooks, etc.). A significant 
contribution also was made by Oliver Healthcare 
of Feasterville, which has contributed to this effort 
for several years. A complete list of the donations 
is posted in the main hallway. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

    

2 3 4 5 

9 10 11 12 

16 17 18 19 

23 24 25 26 

30    

7:30 am HE I  
Noon Prayer & Brown 

Bag Lunch 
7:30 pm ECW Mtg.

7:30 am HE I  
Noon Prayer & Brown 

Bag Lunch 
7:00 pm HSC Mtg.

10:30 am, HE II 
 

10:30 am, HE II 
 

7:30 am HE I 
Noon Prayer & Brown 
Bag Lunch 

 

10:30 am,   HE II 
 

10:30 am, HE II 
 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
 

6:15 pm NA Meeting 
7:00 pm, Property 
 

7:30 am HE I 
Noon Prayer & Brown 
Bag Lunch 

7:00 pm, Vestry Mtg.
 

10:30 am, HE II 
 

Office Closed—
Labor Day 
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 Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6 7 8 

13 14 15 

20 21 22 

27 28 29 

   

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

 
7:30 pm ECW Mtg. 

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

7:00 pm HSC Mtg. 

Deadline for Articles for the                 
September  2018  Newsletter:                    

August 20, 2018 

 
Noon Prayer & Brown 

1:30 pm Book Club 

1:30 pm Book Club  
Noon Prayer & Brown 

7:00 pm, Vestry Mtg. 

Hulmeville Flea Market 


